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Two of the largest earthquakes and corresponding tsunami events have reshaped tsunami scientist’s thinking during the past decade.  The 
most recent event was five years ago on 11 March 2011 when a magnitude 9.0 earthquake originated off of the east coast of Japan 
approximately 231 miles from Tokyo.  This earthquake became documented as the fourth largest earthquake event since 1900.  Consequently, 
a large scale tsunami (~10 m wave height or more) devastated near shore environments including the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Plant that 
lead to nuclear melt down.  On 26 December 2004 off of the west coast of Sumatra the third largest earthquake event since 1900 
occurred.  This magnitude 9.1 event impacted twelve countries and killed 230,000 people while injuring another 270,000.  For both events, 
the world responded with relief aid in the form of water, blankets, medical supplies, and money.  After the initial devastation passed these 
countries were faced with the daunting task of picking-up and moving forward with rebuilding efforts.  
  
The people of Okushiri Island, Japan can relate to the task of rebuilding after tsunami devastation.   At 10 p.m. local time on 12 July 1993, 
the Hokkaido-Nansei-Oki earthquake produced one of the largest tsunamis in Japan’s history.  Within 2-5 minutes the M 7.8 earthquake sent 
a tsunami through the Sea of Japan that inundated both the west coast of Hokkaido and the small offshore island of Okushiri.  Extensive 
damage (both human and physical) occurred on the southern tip of Okushiri Island at the town of Aonae.   
  
Almost 20 years later, the tsunami survivors from the Aonae District can provide the more recent tsunami victims with some hope for the 
future and become an example of how a town can rebuild after a catastrophic natural disaster.  This talk will illustrate one-of-a-kind tsunami 
deterrence infrastructure and other modification efforts that occurred in the Aonae District post-tsunami tragedy.  
 
TITLE: Battling green mamba infestation, finding the missing luggage, and the documentation of “run-run”  money:  True tales of an 
international field researcher 
ABSTRACT:  
Writing an international research proposal is not an easy task.  To be successful you often need several support letters that validate your 
project, a multitude of in-country contacts, and a solid budget supporting the use of monies.  Once funded, the plan neatly outlined on paper 
becomes a reality of sorts.  Often however, the transition from paper to fruition is often not smooth and can be full of unforeseen mishaps 
that make for great stories.  Questions arise like: How are we going to get to the sampling well that is surrounded by green mambas?, Does 
my field equipment look like a bomb in my check luggage?, Can bribe money fall under miscellaneous funds? This talk focuses on the unusual 
circumstances behind the data collection that makes international research challenging beyond the academic platform.  
 

 


